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Urban Space Production and Linguistic Landscape

---- The Interaction between Culture and Power in Naming Street of Macau
SONG Shaoting

Abstract:  This study investigates the practice of street naming in Macao through the lenses of
linguistic landscape and spatial production theories, highlighting how names can signal cultural
representation and power relations. Based on textual analysis, the findings indicate that Macao’s
bilingual street naming—incorporating transliteration, translation, and distinct local
appellations—reflects a nuanced interplay between colonial heritage and indigenous Chinese
traditions. In older neighborhoods, parallel naming and colonial imprints tend to coexist more
prominently, while newly reclaimed areas adopt a more structured, policy-driven approach. Viewed
from a spatial production perspective, street names embody political authority, economic interests,
and cultural symbolism, serving as vehicles for both official ideologies and everyday community
memories. This research lays the groundwork for broader interdisciplinary inquiries and offers
deeper insights into Macao’s unique urban identity and spatial evolution, shaped by the ongoing
interplay between Chinese and Western cultures.
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