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New Research on Textual Nature and Statement of Merit in the Shishan(Z:1l1)

Bronze Vessel Inscription of Western Zhou Dynasty

Long Zhenghai

Abstract: The appointment inscription on the Shishan (& 11) bronze vessel is significant in Western
Zhou Dynasty. However, researchers offers varied interpretations of the statement of merit ( B B Z
##) due to their conceptions of textual nature. The article starts by analyzing the connotation of key
terms, then employs research methods from linguistics, literary criticism, narratology to conduct
in-depth analysis of textual nature, textual generation, narrative mode and the intention of the
inscription. The study indicates that the appointment inscription was relevant to the “ceremony for
accepting royal inspection duties” (X X F XX ¥742) of Western Zhou Dynasty, and the statement
of merit was compiled with two different texts to construct the creative intention of “ manifesting

virtues and honoring merits 7 ( # & & #/ ) by employing narrative techniques such as the
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transformation of narrative perspective, the cause and effect of narrative pattern and so on. In
addition, the study further reveals that the statement of merit was closely related to the “Jin Dao Xi
Hang” (4 i# 45 47) minerals routes. The owner of the Shi Shan (Z:15) bronze vessel was not an envoy
responsible for escorting the Marquis of Zhong (¥ 1% ) into his capital and installing him as feudal
kingdom ruler. Instead, he was a subordinate official of the Kuangren (4F A) office in The Rites of
Zhou ({JA1#4)), sent by the Zhou king to inspect and enforce prohibitions at the mines of the states of
Zhong ('), Ruo(#R), Jing(#1), Fang (7 ). He performed a role akin to that of an inspector or censor,
ensuring that locates complied with royal commands and laws. This was aimed at ensuring the

smoothness of the “Jin Dao Xi Hang” (4 i# 4%47T) minerals routes in western Zhou Dynasty.

Key words: The Inscriptions on Bronze Vessel, Ceremony for Accepting Royal Inspection;

Textualization; JinDao Xi Hang
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