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Modern Inheritance of Shi:
the Spirit of Tu Fu’s Poetry in the Comparison of Chinese and Western Culture

XU Zhaoshou

Abstract:Nowadays, the term “Intellectuals” is hanging in the above of certain discussion of knowledge, minds
and spirits, which also became the method and path of social elites to elucidate their ideals, complexes, value
standpoints and practices today. However, the point of penetration of the concept “intellectuals” came from the usage
of Western culture rather than the inheritance of the ancient Chinese intellectuals’ spirit. From Julien
Benda(1867-1956), Gramsci Antonio(1891-1937) to Edward Said(1935-2003), the Western ideologists combed and
distinguished the concept “Intellectuals” again and again, which has altered the connotation and denotation of
“intellectuals” constantly, but none of the “intellectuals” spirit in the perspective of Chinese culture has been
explained and inherited very well. The reason behind this phenomenon is still the lack of cultural confidence. Today,
in the background of revitalization of Chinese culture, it is very necessary to wake, comb, reillustrate and inherit the
“intellectuals™ spirit represented by the spirit of “Shi” in order to pass down the roots of Chinese culture from
generation to generation. Besides, according to the understanding and explanation of the example of “Tu Fu Spirit”,
knowledge and spirit, as a whole, will be integrated systematically.

Key words: Tu Fu The Intellectuals Shi Chinese Culture
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