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The Production and Popularity of Dunhuang Silk Painting in the Late Tang Dynasty

Centered on the Painting of Sutra Cave
QI Xiaoqing

Abstract: Among the paintings collected in Dunhuang Sutra cave, there is a type of silk painting. Its image
composition is similar. The upper part is painted with Buddhist theme and the lower part is painted with patrons. By
analyzing the arrangement, clothing characteristics and inscription contents of the patrons, it is found that the
composition of the patrons in this type of silk painting is consistent with that of the male and female sitting opposite
patrons popular in the middle Tang Dynasty in Mogao Grottoes; The clothing of the dependents is also a common
type of clothing in the cave murals of the late Tang Dynasty. However, compared with the cave inscriptions, the
inscriptions of the providers in the silk paintings are richer in content, and most of them are praying for the dead
parents and relatives. From the analysis of the painting details on some silk paintings, it is considered that the
production of such silk paintings should be in temples or special workshops, and the artisan groups specially drawing
silk paintings are mostly used in temples.

Key words: Painting on Silk Dependants Craftsmen Sutra Cave
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