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A Study of the “Polo Match” Mural in the Tomb of Li Xian of the Tang Dynasty
ZHOU Jinglian

Abstracts: From 1971 to 1972, Shaanxi archaeologists excavated the tomb of Li Xian, the prince of Tang
Zhanghuai, and found a large number of well-preserved murals of the Tang Dynasty, which recorded the rich
entertainment activities of Prince Zhanghuai during his lifetime and showed the extravagance and colorfulness of the
aristocratic life in the early Tang Dynasty. As the only mural with the theme of sports, the "Polo game paintiong"
painted on the west side of the tomb road vividly depicts the whole picture of polo in the social life of the Tang
Dynasty, and is an important material material for studying the development history of polo in the Tang Dynasty. Mr.
Zhou Jinglian's article takes "Polo game paintiong" as the research object, through a detailed analysis of the
characters, horses, polo battles, landscapes and various movements in the painting, combined with hand-me-down
documents and epitaph stone inscriptions, to discuss the polo play, artistic achievements and the historical

background of the creation of the painting in "Polo game paintiong".
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